 
The World Tourism Organisation instituted the 27th of September of every year as World Tourism Day with the purpose of fostering awareness of the importance of tourism and its social, cultural, political and economic values. This year, for the first time since the start of this tradition in 1980, the UNWTO has focussed on women and tourism through the theme - “Tourism opens doors for women” 
The Secretary General of UNWTO, Francesco Frangialli, in his customary message on World Tourism Day says that “Tourism is a sector of the economy that not only employs significant numbers of women, but provides enormous opportunities for their advancement.” 

But does tourism truly open doors for women? In India women in the organised sector in tourism are relegated to relatively low skill and low paying or stereotypical jobs like housekeeping, front-desk and reception, catering and laundry services. The role and contribution of women in the unorganised tourism sector is even greater but often goes unnoticed or is taken for granted, and the difficulties they face are immense. 
Exploitation of women in the promotion of tourism through inappropriate representation and their increased vulnerability to sexual forms of exploitation also calls for greater attention by policy makers and industry.
Forms of tourism that encourage women as active participants /owners and beneficiaries of tourism development such as community-based tourism initiatives, particularly of local women's groups and co-operatives need to be explored. Women’s role in decision making spaces needs to be examined.
Goa has emerged as one of India’s highly popular destinations for tourists both from overseas and from within the country. The view that tourism is only about benefits to the local economy needs to be challenged in light of facts that suggest just the opposite. More particularly, there is need to challenge the myth that women gain any tangible benefits from tourism. Tourism in Goa is increasingly punctuated by instances of the abuse and exploitation of women- whether in the media, advertising, sexual exploitation, trafficking etc.  
The tentative programme schedule is as follows:
1. Opening Remarks- Fr. Maverick Fernandes  (Moderator)
2. Introduction to the Round Table Discussion - Ranjan Solomon

3. Panel presentations: 
a) Trafficking of Women- Ms. Joanita Valadares
b) Case studies on Child Abuse – Ms Bernardete D’Souza
c) Globalization, Gender and Tourism impacts- Ms Vidya Rangan
d) Representation of Women in Tourism - Ms Judith Almeida
e) Testimony on ‘I am a mother…..’ Ms Cecilia Pereira
4. Press briefing by Fr. Maverick Fernandes and Panelists
We would greatly appreciate your confirming participation by contacting us at the details given below.
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