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“The Ecumenical Coalition on Tourism is a Chiang Mai; Thailand based coalition of Regional 
Ecumenical Organisations and over seventy secular and faith-based groups. It seeks to unite people 
around collective efforts that negate the undesirable effects of modern tourism and, in its place, 
institute socially responsible and ethically oriented tourism. It believes that tourism must be based on 
justice and sustainability for host communities and that, therefore, tourism planning and practice 
must be democratised. ECOT advocates respect for the protection and dignity of the human rights of 
women, children, indigenous peoples and workers in the tourist trade. It opposes tourism projects that 
create environmental devastation.” 
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New forms of tourism must normally be somehow exciting. Like medical tourism, the 
notion of reproductive tourism, however, must raise eyebrows. An entire sector is 
thrown open to the rich tourist under the guise of medical tourism. You don’t need the 
brain drain to happen anymore as far as where qualified doctors go.  They stay back at 
home, serve the posh customer in the posh hospital and make even 5-star comfort look 
weak! So, patients from all over the world visit India- and, indeed, several other 
developing countries, to get the best treatment at prices they could never even dream of 
in their home countries. And then- in the backyards of these expensive 5-star hospitals, 
the poor (who probably built the facilities) will die of hunger, disease, malnutrition 
simply because the ‘medical facility’ was not there?! Reports say that the Indian 
medical infrastructure is now being increasingly used by British nationals for 
reproductive purpose. Little wonder they ask: Is medical tourism a new pattern of 
colonialism? And so, we ask readers not to view our report on ‘reproductive tourism’ 
as news we report as an endorsement or a breakthrough we share with enthusiasm. We 
ask: What will the next thing in exploitative tourism practice be like? �
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"This will empower service providers to report suspicious activities involving 
children and, therefore, effect a positive change to this disturbing trend." 

Mr. Ali said there was a case in a resort in Fiji where a tourist had checked in 
with four to five local children. 

The hotel staff were unaware of what was happening until they heard of the man 
being caught in another country. 

"The staff members said there was nothing suspicious and sinister about the 
tourists action because he was kind to the children and he took great care of them 
during their stay at the hotel." 

He said while his research team found a significant number of perpetrators were 
male, they found women often acting as agents. 

Mr. Ali said in their research, they found a small number of foreign residents had 
been identified in urban areas of Fiji as alleged perpetrators of this abuse. 

He said the perpetrators were closely linked to or introduced to middle men who 
were generally locals like taxi drivers. 

Mr. Ali said the research team found evidence women acted as agents by 
arranging meeting points for young and older men for monetary exchange. 

President of the Fiji Hoteliers Association Dixon Seeto said he would only 
comment after perusing the report 
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Last fall, 10 Americans drove 350 miles from McAllen, Texas into Tamaulipas, 
Mexico. Our weekend mission was to explore El Cielo, an International 
Biosphere Reserve per UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization) guidelines. The cloud forest here exemplifies how humans 
and nature can coexist harmoniously. 
 
The eastern escarpment of the Sierra Madres of El Cielo is a crossroads of North 
and South America. An amazing biodiversity flourishes year-round in this 
300,000-acre oasis. Tropical and thorn brush plants such as mesquite, cacti and 
ebony grow beside sugar maples, sweet gum and other temperate zone trees. 
Millions of dragonflies migrate through every August. 
 
As it lifts and banks along the mountain peaks, moisture from the Gulf of Mexico 
forms clouds. Rains come often and disappear quickly, resulting in over 10 feet 
per year. 
 
An hour past the border, the landscape gave way to ponds, trees and interesting 
sights. Children along roadsides dangled chili peppers and jerky for sale. 
Billboards advertised dove, quail and waterfowl hunting at lodges. Cattle and 
horses roamed at will. A mariachi band and banquet awaited us our first night 
near Llera, the oldest town in the State of Tamaulipas. The next day, some of our 
group members kayaked while others hiked along the Guadalejo River.  
 
Later, we dined on mango pie and fresh tilapia fillets and sautéed langustinos 
(prawns) raised in the eatery's concrete tanks. A memorable blue morpho 
butterfly flittered by our picnic table. A gravelly road signaled adventure as we 
slowly ascended thousands of feet. Openings provided spectacular valley vistas 
with white clouds brushing the summits. Ninety minutes later, after paying the 
gatekeeper $1 U.S, we entered the community of El Cielo. 

 

 



 

A few rustic homes are scattered along this rugged terrain. Shy children, 
unaccustomed to strangers, hid behind their mothers' skirts as the elders prepared 
our dinner in the restaurant. Raindrops beat the tin roofs of our primitive adobes 
through the night while donkeys continually brayed. One morning, a glorious 
sunrise peaked through silhouetted Spanish moss. Several professional guides and 
trainees joined us at meals and outings. The June through October rainy season did 
not hinder our bird watching expeditions. Within a 50-foot radius, we counted 
nearly 30 species in a few minutes. A crested caracara, altimira oriole and elegant 
trogon perched in the treetops. Ten percent of the globe's fauna and flora are found 
in Mexico. At least 555 avian species, including 120 "charismatic" species, which 
cannot be seen in Canada or the United States, are found there.  
 
Officials in Mexico are beginning to realize the value of the land and its wildlife 
watching resource. Tamaulipas is busily preparing birding routes, training guides 
and planning infrastructure and shuttles for its fall Nature Festival. Mexicans are 
eager to learn more about the natural world and work together to accomplish their 
goals. Representatives are seeking an alliance with the Texas Rio Grande Valley, a 
world-class birding and nature festival venue.  
 
At our hosts' requests, we offered ideas on attracting nature tourists, developing 
programs and selling indigenous art. When El Cielo was designated a reserve in 
1985, local women formed a co-op to sell homemade preserves and beautiful 
embroidery. Profits are used to help other poor communities tap their talents and 
become productive.  
 
Timbering, once the major livelihood in El Cielo, has abated. Residents, who have 
learned the economic significance of nature watching tourists, are sparing more 
trees. An area farmer, interested in sustainability and responsible land stewardship, 
opened his catfish ponds, citrus groves and hiking trails to us. He also offers 
snorkeling, jungle trekking, kayaking and bird watching on his cattle ranch.  
 
Mexico has a treasured resource in El Cielo, a conservation success for future 
generations. Here's hoping that our southern neighbor and the U.S. can effectively 
unify to preserve and conserve the valuable migrating birds, butterflies and other 
wildlife that we share. 
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