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“The Ecumenical Coalition on Tourism is a Chiang Mai, Thailand based coalition of Regional 
Ecumenical Organisations and over seventy secular and faith-based groups. It seeks to unite people 
around collective efforts that negate the undesirable effects of modern tourism and, in its place, 
institute socially responsible and ethically oriented tourism. It believes that tourism must be based on 
justice and sustainability for host communities and that, therefore, tourism planning and practice 
must be democratised. ECOT advocates respect for the protection and dignity of the human rights of 
women, children, indigenous peoples and workers in the tourist trade. It opposes tourism projects that 
create environmental devastation.” 
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The conference is sponsored by the Human Rights Program and the Human Rights 
Center at the University of Minnesota, along with representatives of academia, NGOs, 
and businesses, in an effort to strengthen partnerships and norms on prevention, 
protection and prosecution regarding sexual trafficking and exploitation of children 
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