
 

 
T o u r i s m  S c a n 

Vol. 1 Issue 8, April 2005 
This is a communiqué of the Ecumenical Coalition on Tourism 

96,2nd District ,Pak Tin Village , Mei Tin Road, Shatin New Territories Hong Kong SAR CHINA 
Tel.No. +852 26023669, Fax No. +852 26023649 E-mail: contours@cca.org.hk 

 
Executive Director: L. C.D. (Ranjan) Solomon  Programme and Communications: Shirley Susan 

 
 
 

CONTENTS 
 
 

♦ Russia’s lax laws allow child sex tourism 
 
♦ Tsunami shifted route of sex tourism to Brazil 

 
♦  ‘More Black tour guides needed’ 

 
♦ Travel Sector steps in to make a difference 

 
♦ Tourism – a tool for building bridges for peace 

 
♦ An Alternative Exhibition – Behind the Smile 

 
♦ Sewage from Mexican resorts kills coral reefs 

 
♦ “Just a drop” delivers clean water to Tsunami Victims 

 
♦ British Airways ex-chief speaks out on climate change 

 
♦ Australia develops carbon-neutral travel concept 

 
 
 
 
 
 “The Ecumenical Coalition on Tourism is a Hong Kong based coalition of Regional Ecumenical 

Organisations and over seventy secular and faith-based groups. It seeks to unite people around 
collective efforts that negate the undesirable effects of modern touris m and, in its place, institute 
socially responsible and ethically oriented tourism. It believes that tourism must be based on justice 
and sustainability for host communities and that, therefore, tourism p lanning and practice must be 
democratised. ECOT advocates respect for the protection and dignity of the human rights of women, 
children, indigenous peoples and workers in the tourist trade. It opposes tourism projects that create 
environmental devastation.”  
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The outgoing chief executive of British Airways, Rod Eddington, has made a plea 
for the aviation industry to collaborate on reducing carbon dioxide emissions and 
cut the impact that aircraft have on climate change. Mr. Eddington said it was in 
the industry’s own best interests to unite to develop an effective strategy to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions as well as promoting its past environmental 
achievements. If it did not, governments would view ��
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During the last five years, the airline’s global carbon dioxide emissions are down 
by 15 percent and nitrogen dioxide emissions at Heathrow are down by 16 
percent. Fuel efficiency has improved by 25 per cent since 1990, according to 
BA's own estimates. British Airways argues that an emission trading is a more 
economical and environmentally effective was to reduce carbon dioxide 
emissions levels. The airline is currently trading emissions in a voluntary British 
government scheme and supports the inclusion of aviation into the European 
Union’s emissions trading scheme from 2008. 
  
�Under the emissions trading scheme, companies that meet their energy-saving 
targets will get a discount from the Climate Change Levy, a tax on the business 
use of energy. These companies can use the scheme either to buy allowances to 
meet their targets, or to sell any over-achievement of these targets. Emissions 
trading is emerging as a key instrument in the drive to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. The rationale behind emission trading is to ensure that the emission 
reductions take place where the cost of the reduction is lowest thus lowering the 
overall costs of combating climate change.�
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Until themselves people assume responsibility for the faults of the tourism 
industry, it will remain abusive and harmful especially to those who are 
visited. They- the people- will most likely find they are deprived of their 
lands, cultures, traditions, livelihoods, and their dignity. It is, then, for 
tourism activists, working in concert with development thinkers and 
practitioners, human rights activists, and other concerned citizens mobilize 
the people to mount pressure on governments and the tourism industry to 
alter their tendency for one-dimensional profit seeking ways and root its 
business practices in ethics and people-centric policies.  
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